
A  G e nt l e  M a n  (P a r t  I I )  ( 1 9 7 5 - 2 0 2 9 )  

E x hi b i t i o n A u d i o  D e s c r i p t i o n b y  B e c k y  B e a s l ey  

 

G a l l e r y  2 

T h e  g a l le r y  is  7  m e t r e s  wide  a n d a bo ut  2 0  m e t r e s  l o n g .  I t  

h a s  a  s e r ie s  o f  co l um n s  a l o n g  t h e  e n t r y  s ide ,  a l l o win g  o n e  

t o  e n t e r  f r ee l y  f r o m  t he  wa l kwa y  a t  a n y  po in t .   

 

The  F l o o r  (a n a r t w o r k )  

T h e  e n t i r e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  g a l l e r y  h a s  be e n  l a id  wit h  a  

pa l e  g r ee n  l in o l e um  wh ich  t h e  m a n uf a ct ur e r  h a s  n a m e d,  

W e l ln e s s  G r ee n .    I  h a ve  us e d t h is  g r e e n  s e ve r al  t im e s  

be f o r e  in  e x h ibit io n s .  I t ’ s  ve r y  ca l m  a n d cr e a t e s  a  r e l a x in g ,  

n a t ur a l  o ve r al l  t o n e .  A s  t h e  g a l l e ry  is  l a r g e  a n d o pe n ,  t h e  

e n t i r e l y  pa l e  g re e n  f lo o r  cr e a te s  a  ve r y  e x pa n s ive  s e n s a t io n ,  

l ike  a n  o pe n  m e a do w in  S pr in g t im e .  A cr o s s  t h e  f l o o r ,  a  

s e r ie s  o f  h a n d - cut  l in o l e um  de s ig n s  h a ve  be e n  in s e t  f l us h  

in t o  t h e  f l o o r .  E a ch  o f  t h e s e  h a s  b e e n  re pr o duce d in  a  3 D 

pr in t e d ve r s io n  a n d a r e  a va i l a bl e  f o r  h a n dl in g  in  G a l l e r y  1 .   

T o  t h e  l e f t  o n  e n te r in g ,  bl a ck l in o l e um  s i l h o ue t t e s  o f  T h e  

G r e a t  L a ke s  o f  N o r th  A m e r ica  h a ve  be e n  in s e t  in t o  t h e  

f l o o r .  T h e y we re  dr a wn  by  m y s e l f  a n d t h e n  s ki l f ul l y  h a n d - cut  

in  l in o l e um  f r o m  m y pa pe r  t e m pl at e s  by  t h e  l in o l e um  

f i t t e r .  T h e y a r e  a t  a  s ca l e  o f  a ppr o x im a t e l y  1  t o  3 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  S o ,  



t o  g ive  a  s e n s e  o f  t h e  r e l a t ive  s ca l e ,  L a ke  S upe r io r ,  t h e  

l a r g e s t  o f  t h e  G re a t  L a ke s ,  f o r  e xam pl e ,  wh ich  is  5 6 3  

k i l o m e t r e s  wide ,  is  1 . 7 5  m e t r e s  wi de  in  m y s i l h o ue t t e .  

L a ke  O n t a r io ,  t h e  s m a l le s t  o f  t h e  la ke s ,  is  m y  f a vo ur i t e  in  

l in o l e um ,  a s  i t  is  quit e  t in y,  a t  jus t  9 0  x  3 0  

ce n t im e t r e s .  T h er e  a re  t wo  m id - g r e e n  co l o ur e d m e ta l  

co n ve r s a t io n  be n ch e s  po s it io n e d a r o un d t h e  l a ke s .  

A t  t h e  f a r  e n d o f  t h e  g a l l er y,  s e t  in t o  t h e  f l o o r ,  is  a  l a r g e ,  

h a n d - cut ,  bl a ck l in o l e um  l a ke ,  t i t l e d,  ‘ L a ke  Fa ul kn e r ’ .  T h is  

l a ke  is  a bo ut  3  m e t r e s  l o n g  a n d 1 . 9  m e t r e s  wide  a n d is  cu t  

f r o m  t h e  s i l h o ue t t e  o f  t h e  pr o f i l e  o f  t h e  f a ce  a n d n e ck o f  

A m e r ica n  a ut h o r ,  W il l ia m  Fa ul kn er .  H e  h a s  a  s l ig h t l y  ch un ky  

be n t  n o s e .  

T h e re  a r e  t wo  co n ve r s a t io n  be n ch e s  po s it io n e d a r o un d  L a ke  

Fa ul kn e r .  I  wi l l  de s cr ibe  t h e  be n c h e s  wh ich  I  de s ig n e d 

m ys e l f  in  m o r e  de t a i l  l a t er .  

I n  a ddit io n ,  s e t  in t o  t h e  f l o o r in g  a r o un d t h e  g a l l e r y,  t h e re  

a r e  s e ve ra l  o t h er  in s e t  e l e me n t s  ar o un d t h e  g a l l e r y  

f l o o r .  T h e se  h a ve  be e n  a qua  je t - cut  f o r  m e  by  t h e  

m a n uf a ct ur e r  a s  t h e y  co n t a in  wo r ds  a n d a r e  t o o  de t a i l e d t o  

be  h a n d - cut .  T h e  wo r d s  a r e  cut  in  bl a ck l in o l e um  a n d s e t  

in t o  cir cl e s  o r  o va l s  m a de  f r o m  t h e  s a m e  W e ll ne s s  G r e e n  a s  

t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  f l o o r .  T wo  o f  t h e s e  a r e  1  m e t re  dia m e t e r  

c ir cl e s  in  wh ich  a r e  ph r a s e s  wh i c h  a r e  wr i t t e n  o ut  in  a  f ul l  

c i r cl e  a r o un d t h e  in s i de  o f  t h e  cir cum f e r e n ce .  



O n e  o f  t h e s e  r ea ds ,  ‘ W h e n ?  Y o u s a y .  I  a n s we r  yo u.  W h e n  I  

h a ve  cir cum s cr i be d m y  s ph e r e .  

T h is  is  a  c i t a t io n  f r o m  t h e  wo n de r f ul  f r a g m e n t ar y,  

‘ N o t e bo o ks  o f  J o s e ph  J o ube r t ' ,  f r om  1 8 0 0 .  

A n d t h e  o t h e r  r e a ds ,  U r s ul a  L e  G uin  “ I  a m  a  m a n . ”  G us t a ve  

Fl a ube r t  “ M a da m e  B o va r y,  c ' e s t  m o i. ”  

T h e  1  m e t re  dia m e t e r  o f  t h e  f l o or  e l em e n t  me a n s  i t  is  a  ve r y  

n e a t  s iz e  f o r  a  pe r s o n  t o  s t a n d in s ide  t h e  bl a n k g r e e n  ce n t r e  

wit h  t h e  t e x t  a l l  a r o un d o n e .    T h e r e  a r e  al s o  t wo  5 0 -

ce n t im e t r e  dia m e t er  c ir cl e  e l em en t s .    O n e  h a s  t h e  wo r d 

W E S T ,  in  ca p it a l s ,  wit h  a n  a r r o w b e l o w t h e  wo r d,  po in t in g  t o  

t h e  l e f t .    T h e  o t h e r  h a s  t h e  wo r d E A S T  in  ca p it a l s  wit h  a n  

a r r o w be l o w t h e  wo r d,  po in t in g  t o  t h e  r ig h t .    T h e s e  h a ve  

be e n  o r ie n t e d co r r e ct l y  wit h in  t h e  g a l l e r y:  E A S T  po in t s  due  

e a s t  a n d W E S T  po in t s  due  W e s t .   T h e  cir cl e  m e a n s  t h a t  a s  

t h is  f l o o r  t o ur s  w it h  t h is  e x h ibit io n  t h e  a r r o ws  ca n  be  t ur n e d 

a n d r e - o r ie n t e d co r r e ct l y  a t  e a ch  ve n ue .  T h e re  a r e  al s o  f o ur  

5 0 - ce n t im e t r e - wide  l o ze n g e - s h a pe d s m a l l er  e le m en t s  wh ich  

h a ve  be e n  in s e t  a r o un d L a ke  Fa ul kn e r  e a ch  wit h  a  ph r a s e  o r  

s in g l e  wo r d:  A  l a ke  in  a  f o r e s t .  A  b e n ch  un de r  a  pin e .  

Dr in kin g  wa t e r  a t  n ig h t .   C l e a r in g .  

 

 

The  L a k e s  Ta b l e s  



T o wa r ds  t h e  ce n t r e  o f  t h e  g a l le r y,  a r e  f o ur  bl a ck,  t a bl e - l ike  

s cul pt ur e s .  

T h e  t a bl e t o ps  o f  t h r e e  o f  t h e se  h ave  be e n  cut  in  bl a ck M DF  

f r o m  t h e  s a m e  t em pl a t e s  a s  t h e  Gr e a t  L a ke s  l in o le um  

f l o o r in g  be yo n d.   T h e  t a bl e s  a r e  ea ch  7 2  ce n t im e t r e s  h ig h  

a n d h a ve  s l im  t ub ul a r  bl a ck m e t a l  l e g s .  T h e  t a bl e t o ps  

t h e m s e l ve s  h a ve  be e n  in s e t  wit h  a  da r k  ch a r co a l - co l o ur e d 

f ur n it ur e  l in o l e um ,  wh ich  is  s m o o t h e r  t h a n  f l o o r in g  

l in o l e um ,  a n d a l m o s t  s i l ky,  t o  t h e  t o uch .  

T h e  f o ur t h  t a bl e  is  t h e  l a r g e s t ,  a t  a bo ut  2  x  1 . 5  m e t r e s  a n d 

is  m a de  f r o m  t h e  s a m e  m a t e r ial s  a n d f r o m  t h e  s a m e  

s i l h o ue t t e  a s  L a ke  Fa ul kn e r ,  a l be it  a t  a  s iz e  a bo ut  o n e  t h ir d  

s m a l le r  t h a n  t h e  f l o or  l a ke .  

E a ch  o f  t h e  f o ur  t a bl e s  a r e  s e t  wit h  s m a l l  a r ra n g e me n t s  o f  

o bje ct s  –  pr im a r i l y  h a n d - m a de  ve s s e l - l ike  ce r a m ic i t e m s  

a n d s o m e  v in t a g e  pr in t e d m a t t e r .  I  wi l l  de s cr ibe  t h e s e  in  

m o r e  de t a i l  l a te r .  

S o ,  t h e s e  bl a ck t a bl e s  a ppe a r  quit e  l ike  t h r e e - dim e n s io n al  

s h a do ws  o f  t h e  l a ke s ’  l in o l e um  f l oo r in g  e l e me n t s .  

 

The  W a l l s  

T o  t h e  l e f t  o n  e n te r in g  t h e  g a l le r y,  o n  t h e  n e a r  e n d wa l l ,  

be s ide s  t h e  G r e a t  L a ke s  l in o l e um  f l o o r ,  a re  h un g  t wo  o n e  

m e t r e  wide  f l a t - s cr e e n s  o n  wh ich  a r e  pl a yin g  pa r t s  o n e  a n d 

t wo  o f  m y f o ur  pie ce  v ide o  wo r k,  ‘ A  G e n t l e  M a n ’ .  



A t  t h e  o t h e r ,  f a r  e n d wa l l ,  is  a  f o ur  m e t r e  wide  v ide o  

pr o je ct io n  wh ich  s h o ws  pa r t  f o ur  o f  t h e  v ide o  wo r k.   A t  

r ig h t - a n g l e s  t o  t h is ,  o n  t h e  l e f t - h a n d a dja ce n t  s ide  wa l l  is  

a n o t h e r  f o ur  m e tr e  wide  v ide o  pr o je ct io n  s h o w in g  t h e  t h ir d  

pa r t  o f  t h e  v ide o  wo r k.    S o ,  pa r t s  t h r e e  a n d f o ur  a r e  

pr e s e n t e d a s  l a r g e  pr o je ct io n s  o n t o  t h e  wa l l s  a r o un d L a ke  

Fa ul kn e r .  

T h e  l ig h t  a t  t h e  f a r  e n d o f  t h e  g a l le r y  is  d im m e r ,  a s  t h e r e  is  

l e s s  da yl ig h t  h e r e  due  t o  t h e  l a s t  o pe n in g  a t  t h e  e n d o f  t h e  

co l um n e d wa l kwa y h a vin g  be e n  cl o s e d  in ,  a n d l ig h t  co m e s  

pr im a r i l y  f r o m  t h e  pr o je ct e d l ig h t  f r o m  t h e  l a r ge  wa l l  

pr o je ct io n s .  M y in t e n t io n  is  t h a t  t h e  f a r  e n d o f  t h e  g a l le r y  

f e el s  l ike  a  s h a dy pl a ce ,  l ike  a  cl e a r in g  in  a  f o r e s t  a n d,  a s  

s uch ,  i s  s o o t h in g  in  co n t r a s t  t o  t h e  l ig h t e r  a s pe ct  o f  t h e  

o t h e r  da y - l i t  e n d o f  t h e  g a l l e r y.  

A l o n g  t h e  wa l l s  o f  t h e  l a r ge r  l o n g ,  ba ck wa l l  o f  t h e  g a l le r y  

t h e r e  a re  a  s e r ie s  o f  f r a me d bl a ck a n d wh it e  ph o t o g r a ph s  

wh ich  h a ve  be e n  in s t a l l e d o n  a  s e r ie s  o f  s h a l l o w  o a k pic t ur e  

s h e l ve s ,  s o  t h e  f r a m e s ,  in s t e a d o f  h a n g in g  f l a t  o n  t h e  wa l l s ,  

l e a n  ba ck s l ig h t l y.   

T h is  wa s  in t e n t io n a l  in  a l l o win g  t h e  f r a m e d ph o t o g r a ph s  t o  

h a ve  a  m o r e  ph ys ica l  pr e s e n ce  t h a n  wh e n  t h e y  a r e  h un g  f l a t  

t o  t h e  wa l l s .  T h e  pict ur e  s h e l ve s  a r e  m a de  f r o m  l ig h t  o a k 

a n d a r e  e a ch  e it h e r  2  m e tr e s  l o n g  o r  1 . 5  m e t r e s  l o n g  a n d 

e a ch  h o l ds  a  s e que n ce  o f  t wo  o r  t h r e e  o f  t h e  f ra m e d 

ph o t o g r a ph s .  I  wi l l  de s cr i be  t h e s e  ph o t o g r a ph s  in  m o r e  



de t a i l  l a t e r .  T he  pict ur e  s h e l ve s  h a ve  be e n  pur po s e l y  

in s t a l l e d l o w,  t o  be  co m f o r t a bl y  v i e we d f r o m  a  l o we r  h e ig h t  

o r  a  s e a t e d po s it io n .  T h e  t i l t e d a n g l e  m e an s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  

a l s o  co m f o r t a bl e  t o  v ie w f r o m  a  s t a n din g  po s it io n .   

 

T h e re  is  a  s e n s e  o f  pa c in g  a n d co m po s it io n  t o  t h e  h a n g in g  

o f  t h e  s h e l f  s e que n ce s ,  wh ich  s t r e t ch  t h e  f ul l  l e n g t h s  o f  t h e  

l o n g  g a l le r y  wa l l .  T h is  e x t e n s io n  of  t h e  h o r iz o n t a l  l ine  

t h r o ug h  t h e  m o dul a r i t y  o f  t h e  s h e l ve s  is  in t e n de d t o  

h ig h l ig h t  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  l o n g  ba ck w a l l  o f  t h e  g a l l e r y  s pa ce ,  

a n d t o  be  e x pe r ie n ce d t h r o ug h  l in e a r  m o ve me n t .  I  im a g in e  

ch i l dr e n  r un n in g  a l o n g  i t s  f ul l  l e n g t h .  

T h e  s m a ll  g r o upin g s  o f  t h e  f r a m e d ph o t o g r a ph s  l e a n t  o n  t h e  

pict ur e  s h e l ve s  a r e  s e que n ce d in  a  r e pe t i t ive  ye t  t i da l  

r h yt h m  –  us in g  s e que n ce s  o f  a l t e rn a t in g  cl o s e - up 

ph o t o g r a ph s  o f  a  f ig  t r e e  a n d a  pa ir  o f  h a n ds  h o l din g  va r io us  

n a t ur a l  o bje ct s .  I  wi l l  de s cr ibe  t h e  ph o t o g r a ph s  in  m o r e  

de t a i l  l a t e r .  

W it h in  m us ic,  co m po s it io n  w it h  a  r e pe t i t ive  ye t  t ida l  

r h yt h m ,   o f t e n  ut i l iz e s ,  ‘ o s t in a t i ' ,  a  t e r m  wh ich  m e a n s  t h e  

r e pe t i t io n ,  o r  r e pe t i t io n  wit h  s l ig h t  va r ia t io n ,  o f  m us ica l  

ph r a s e s  o r  pa t t e r n s ,  a n d ca n  cr e a t e  a  s o o t h in g ,  h ypn o t ic,  o r  

" wa ve - l ike "  e f fe ct .  

W it h in  t h e  pa s t o r a l  l a n ds ca pe  f o r m  o f  t h e  e x h ibit io n ,  t h e  

wo r ks  de s cr i be d t h u s  f a r  a r e  a l l  ex pr e s s e d t h r o ug h  o r g a n ic  



cur ve d s h a pe s  a n d  f o r m s .   T h e  co m po s it io n  o f  

t h e  r e s t r a in e d h o r iz o n ta l  l in e  o f  th e  pict ur e  s h e l ve s ,  in  

co n t r a s t ,  m ig h t  f un c t io n  a s  t h e  e quiva l e n t  o f  a  h o r iz o n  

l in e ,  a n d t h e  ph o t o g r a ph s  e x pr e s s in g  a  s pa ce  be yo n d t h e ir  

f l a t  pict ur e  pl a n e ,  t h e ir  ‘ v ie ws ’ .  

 

G a l le r y  3  

T h e  g a l le r y  is  a ppr o x im a t e l y  7  by  8  m e t r e s  a n d h a s  t h r e e  f ul l  

h e ig h t  wide  win do w s  o n  t h e  f a l l  w a l l ,  f a cin g  o n t o  t h e  s t r e e t .  

I t  h a s  a  po l is h e d pa l e  g r e y  co n cr e t e  f l o o r .   

 

T o  t h e  l e f t  o n  e n te r in g  a t  t wo  co n v e r s a t io n  be n ch e s  f a cin g  

t o wa r ds  t h e  win do ws .  N e a r  t h e  ce n t r e  o f  t h e  g a l le r y  h a n g  

t h r e e  la r g e ,  l on g  dus ky  p in k  l in e n  cur t a in - l ike  s c ul pt ur e s  

wh ich  a r e  r o t a t in g  s l o wl y  f r o m  m o t o r s  f ix e d t o  t h e  ce i l in g .  

O n  t h e  f a r  wa l l  t o  t h e  l e f t  o n  e n te rin g  t h e r e  is  a  s in g l e  s m a l l  

co l o ur  ph o t o g r a ph .  

 

The  H .  S .  P .  C u r t a i ns   

Dir e ct l y  a h e a d,  a cr o s s  t h e  ce n t r e  o f  t h e  g a l l er y ,  a r e  t h r ee  

t a l l ,  s o f t  p in k - l in e n ,  ve r t ica l ,  cur t a in - l ike  s cul pt ur e s  wh ich  

a r e  h un g  f r o m  t h e  ce i l in g ,  a n d wh i ch  a r e  r o t a t in g .  T h e  t h r e e  

h a n g in g  dus ky pin k  l in e n  wo r k s  a r e  in  a  r o w,  s ide  b y  s ide ,  

wit h  o n e  m e t r e  g a ps  be t we e n  e a ch  o f  t h e m ,  s o  t h a t  o n e  ca n  



m o ve  f r ee l y  be t we e n  t h e m .  T he y a r e  s l o wl y  r o t a t in g  a t  o n e  

r e vo l ut io n  pe r  m in ut e .  T h e y a r e  s o f t  a n d s we e pin g ,  a l m o s t  

da n cin g  a r o un d,  qui t e  pl a yf ul l y ,  a n im a t e d.  I  im a g in e  t h e m  

l ike  ca r t o o n  cur t a in s ,  but  wh ich  h a ve  be e n  a n im a t e d f r o m  

de l ica t e  pa s t e l - pin k  wa t e r co l o ur  i l l us t r a t io n s .  

I  wi l l  de s cr ibe  t h e  s pe cif ic  s h a pe  a n d f o r m  o f  e a ch  o f  t h e s e  

s cul pt ur e s  in  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  de t a i l  n o w.  

T h e y a r e  ea ch  2 . 4  m e t r e s  t a l l  fr o m t h e  f l o o r ,  by  2  m e t r e s  in  

l e n g t h  a n d 1 . 2 5  m e t r e s  in  widt h .  T h e  l in e n  f a br ic  h a s  

be e n  s e wn  a t  t h e  t o p  o ve r  m e t a l  ra i l s .  T h e  r a i l s  t h e y  h a n g  

f r o m  h a ve  be e n  we l de d in t o  t h e  s h a pe s  o f  t h e  ca pit a l  

l e t t e r s ,   H ,  S  a n d P.  

T h e y a r e  h un g  f r o m  t h e  ce i l in g  wit h  ca bl e s  wh ich  h a ve  be e n  

a t t a ch e d t o  m o t o r s  s e t  t o  r o t a t e  a t  o n e  r e vo l ut io n  pe r  

m in ut e .  A n d s o ,  t h e y  a r e  s l o wl y  r evo l v in g  in  s pa ce .   T h e  s o f t  

dus ky  p in k  l in e n  is  h un g  s o  a s  t o  j us t  s we e p t h e  f l o o r  a s  

t h e y  m o ve .  

S o ,  t h e s e  a r e  m y da n cin g  H ,  S ,  P  c ur t a in  s cul pt ur e s  a n d t h e y  

a r e  quit e  jo yf ul  t o  o bs e r ve .  Y o u m i g h t  l ike  t o  br u s h  t h e  

m o vin g  l in e n  wit h  yo ur  h a n d,  o r  s t a n d be t we e n  t h e m  wit h  

yo ur  a r m s  e x t e n de d,  a n d f e e l  t h e  s o f t  l in e n  s l o wl y  br us h in g  

a g a in s t  yo ur  pa l m s .  

H . S . P.  is  a n  a cr o n ym  f o r  H ig h l y  S e n s it ive  Pe r s o n  a f t e r  t h e  

t i t l e  o f  a  bo o k by  a ca de m ic,  E l a in e  A a r o n ,  f i r s t  publ is h e d  in  

1 9 9 9 .  



 

 

 
BACK! (Ilford Ceramic), 2021 

Archival digital print on Hahnemühle Fine Art Photo Rag 

Edition 1/3, 42 x 33 cm 

 

   
BACK ! (DUSK I), 2021 

Gelatin silverprint, Oak frame 

Unique, 31 x 38.5 cm 

 



 
BACK! (DUSK II), 2021 

Gelatin silverprint, Oak frame 

Unique, 38 x 31.5 cm 

 

E a ch  o f  t h e  t h r e e  h a n g in g  l in e n  s cul pt ur e s  h a ve  a  s in g l e  

bl a ck a n d wh it e  f r a m e d ph o t o g r a ph  h un g  f r o m  t h e  t o p r a i l  

o n  a  br a s s  r o d.  

O n e  is  po r t r a it  f o r m a t  a n d a bo u t  3 0 x 4 0 cm  in  s iz e  a n d 

de pict s  a n  o l d f a s h io n  ce r a m ic I l f o r d ph o t o g r a ph ic  

pr o ce s s in g  t a n k.  I t  l o o ks  l ike  a  r e ct a n g ul a r  va s e .  O n  t h e  

n e a r  e n d,  pr in t e d ba ckwa r ds  is  t h e  wo r d,  I l f o r d.  I l f o r d is  a  

h is t o r ic  ph o t o g r a ph ic  m a n uf a ct ur i n g  co m pa n y.   

 

T h e  o t h e r  t wo  ph o t o g r a ph s  a r e  r e la t e d t o  e a ch  o t h e r .  O n e  is  

l a n ds ca pe  f o r m a t ,  t h e  o t h e r  po r t ra it  f o r m a t .  T h e y a r e  a l s o  

a bo ut  3 0 x 4 0 cm  in  s iz e .  T h e y bo t h  de pict  a  du s ky  t o n e d ,  

cl o s e  up o f  t h e  co l l a r ,  n a pe  a n d u ppe r - ba ck s e ct io n  o f  a  

bl a ck a n d wh it e  s t r i pe d s h ir t .  E a c h  h a s  a  s m a l l  o bje ct  l a id  

o n t o  t h e  s h ir t .  T h e  po r t r a it  f o r m a t  ph o t o g r a ph  h a s  a  v in t a g e  



m a t ch bo o k l a id  jus t  t o  t h e  l e f t  a n d s l ig h t l y  l o w o f  ce n t r e .  

A cr o s s  t h e  m a t ch bo x  a r e  t h e  wo r d s , ,  I n t e r n a t io n a l  

C o m put e r s .  T h e  l a n ds ca pe  f o r m a t ph o t o g r a ph  de p ict s  t h e  

s a m e  m a t ch bo o k t o  t h e  l e f t  a n d a  cir cul a r  m e t a l  a s h t r a y  t o  

t h e  r ig h t ,  wh e r e  t h e  ba ck o f  t h e  h e a r t  wo ul d be .   

 

 

The single photograph is by Luigi Ghirri, an Italian photographer from the 

1970’s. The photograph belongs to the artist. The photograph is 

landscape format and is approximately 20 x 30 cm in size and framed in 

a slightly pink pale wooden frame within a large soft white mount. It is 

titled, Parigi (Paris) (1978). 

 

The colour photograph depicts a landscape. In the distance, a variety of 

types of trees, in the middle distance a lake – with two small rowing boats, 



creating a pastoral leisure-time scene. In the foreground, two teens with 

short thick hair, both in grey jumpers, who sit cross legged facing each 

other on the concrete ground by the waters-edge. Between them on the 

ground is a chess board. The teens’ gazes are both focused on the chess 

board.  

 

To the left of the teens is a low grassy knoll. Leant against the low railing 

around the edge of the grass a deep brown, heavy- likely suede- coat, 

which, on first viewing can be mistaken for a dog.  

 

This photograph is in my personal art collection. It is, in this exhibition, 

what David Lynch called ‘ the eye of the duck scene’.  Lynch used the 

phrase "the eye of the duck" to describe a specific, perfectly placed scene 

that captures the entire emotional core and aesthetic truth of a film. 


